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MESA, AZ - When you talk to Carol Drachler it doesn't take long for you to figure out she

loves the history of art.

Today she's unpacking boxes of her own art history books she used to create her lectures here

at Mesa Community College, the place she taught for 34-years.

All 3,058 books used to be in her home. She's now donating them to the college.

"I wanted them to be in the place that I loved more than anything," said Carol.

Her love for art history though started as a child and then really took hold when she got

older. "I fell in love with art history from the first lecture I heard."

She's been fortunate to travel the world and witness some of the places these books talk

about.

"I'm not creative," said Carol. "I just loved the history part and the fact that you get to look at

pictures to understand the history is absolutely phenomenal." An understanding that can be

passed down to students through her books.

"To have them donate back to the school and have her collection here and have her memory

here is just astounding to us," said Gingher Leyendecker who heads up the school's art

department.
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Carol is also donating about 51,000 slide collections. Combined with the books its valued at

$113,000.

"I feel so fortunate to have been in a the field that I absolutely fell in love with," said Carol.

Her donation was so large that the school is opening a separate library for the collection.

The school plans to open the library to students in the of Spring 2018.
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PD: Man caught impersonating licensed contractor
Homeowners beware if you hired this Chandler man to do contracting work for you. 

PD: Mom pulls 4-year-old away from kidnapper
A Mesa mom was able to pull her child away from a kidnapper who grabbed her arm as they were getting
into their car. 

Parents upset about life support decision
The mom of an East Valley teen says she's looking into legal options after her son was disconnected from
life support.

Former teacher donates art collection to MCC
When you talk to Carol Drachler it doesn't take long for you to figure out she loves the history of art.

Mesa replaces Christmas tree burned by arsonist
The City of Mesa has replaced a Christmas tree that was destroyed by an arsonist earlier this month. 

Weapons violation warrant issued in Chandler
Officials say one person has been arrested for an outstanding warrant in Chandler.
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